There’s a lake in the African jungle.
That’s where the hippo and the snake, the lion , the zebra, the elephant,  the monkey , the giraffe, and many other animals lived.
The clever tortoise lived there, too.
All the animals were very happy, because they were all the best of friends.
But one day the elephant said: „I’m big and I‘m strong! I’m stronger than all of you! I’m  the king of the jungle. „ And he walked away.
Then the hippo came. and said: „I’m fat and I‘m strong! I’m stronger than all of you! I’m  the king of  the jungle. „ And he swam away.
All the other animals were very angry by now.
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„What can we do?“ the zebra asked. 
„I‘ve got an idea!“ said the clever tortoise.
„Let’s play a trick on them!“
So all the animals walked up to the elephant.
„Mr Elephant“, the tortoise said, I hear you are the strongest of us all, but I think that I am stronger than you!“
Nobody is stronger than me! Let’s have a tug-of-war!“ 
„Let’s meet tomorrow morning. I’ll bring a rope.“
Then they went to the hippo.
„Mr Hippo“, „I hear that you are the strongest of us all, but I think that I am stronger than you.
„Ha, ha!“ laughed the fat hippo, „Nobody is stronger than me! Let’s have a tug-of-war!“
„Good idea!“ said the clever tortoise. „Let’s meet tomorrow morning. I‘ll bring a rope.“
So the next day the clever tortoise walked up to the elephant: „Good morning, Mr Elephant, will you take this end oft he rope? Then we can begin.“
Then the clever tortoise took the other end oft he rope and walked up to the hippo: „Good morning“ he said, „Will you take this end of he rope? Then we can begin!“
And the tug-of-war began.
„Hu!“ said the elephant and pulled and pulled.
„Hah!“ said the hippo and pulled and pulled.
And the tug-of-war went on and on.
Then after a while, the snake, the lion , the zebra, the monkey  and the giraffe walked up to the middle of the rope. They began to chew the rope. They chewed and chewed – until – snap! – the rope tore apart.
And crash! The elephant fell down and bumbed his head. And splash! The hippo fell down on his back.
„ That was a good trick!“ said  the snake, the lion , the zebra, the monkey  and the giraffe
We are all kings of the jungle!“
So all the animals were happy again.
And that is how the story ended.




